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Early and Fftstortc Churches in 
Lebanon Valley Prwr to 1800 


As has been well said, that the first acts of settlers, espec- 
ially the Germans, was to establish a church, it is noteworthy 
how that church became the centre of the life of the set- 
tlement. The home life and church life were so closely in- 
terwoven that we can see the man of God, the good pastor 
of his flock, visit the scattered settlements and widely sep- 
arated homes, often sitting in with the family eating their 
simple food and then see the congregation assemble from 
their distant homes in the log built house of worship to hear 
the truth that made them firm in their resolve to stay and 
rear their families and devote their lives to God and the 
upbuild of character and the freedom of mankind, espec- 
ially religious freedom. i . 

Everything must have a beginning and so did the churches 
and there is no doubt that for our purpose we will start where < 
research informs us the Germans in 1723 being 33 families 
of Lutherans immigrated from the Schoharie Valley of New 
York, where they had come to in 1710 from over the sea and 
not being treated very much better than in their father- 
land from which they. sailed, they were invited to the land 
of Penn they came to the Tulpehocken country, following 
the Susquehanna River to the mouth of the Swatara Creek, 
at Middletown, Dauphin County: thence along the Swatara 
Creek, crossing the divide and finding the rich Tulpehocken 
Creek and valley; six years later another party arrived from 
the same place under the leadership of Conrad Weiser. 


This party of 33 families had scarcely arrived and ‘built | 
their humble homes, when they talked of the erection of a 
house of worship. A public meeting was called in 1727 and 
settlers within a radius of 20 miles assembled in the log 
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house, now replaced by a stone refuge place, known as 
Zellers Fort and the result of that conference was that the 


‘first house of worship was built and known as Reith’s Luth- 


eran Church on an elevation above the banks of the Tulpe- 
hocken Creek to the north of road now known as the Benja- 
min Franklin Highway, about % mile east of the village of 
Stouchsburg; this first, rude log church was built already in 
September, 1727, as at that time 28 residents petitioned for 
a road from the Lutheran Meeting House on the Tulpehocken 
to Boone’s Meeting House in Oley to the Colonial Court 
sitting at Philadelphia. 


At the same time a school house was erected, Hoagh with- 
out a minister, it was known as Zion's, or Reith’s (now 
Reed) Church. On Sundays they met here to sing and 
have the Gospel and a sermon read to them and the first 
house of worship was entirely conducted by the laity, and 
the credit belongs to such pious leaders as the Reith broth- 
ers, Adam who presided at the first meeting and Loenhard 
who donated sufficient land for church, school house and 
burial purposes, over eight acres in all. George Scholl is. 
said to have made the motion to erecta house of worship, 
which was unanimously carried. Michael Reith, Frederick 
and Michael Schaeffer and Christopher Lechner were other 
leading spirits in the gathering and upon the latter named fell 
the choice of superintending the erection of the building. 
It is asserted that in the devotions conducted at this first 
meeting, Luther's famous battle-hymn ‘Ein Féste Berg,” 
was sung. Under Mr. Lechner’s superintendence, and by 
the assistance of men and women helpers, this first Tulpe- 


hocken Church was.completed in five months and dedi- 


cated in October, 1727. It is not likely that any pastdt was 
present at this dedication service, though it is generally 


claimed that Rev. John Casper Stoever officiated. If this 


be true, then the church was not consecrated until a year 


‘after ‘its completion. But as_the parochial teacher stood next 


to the minister in absence of a pastor, and that the parochial 
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school was established here from the beginning, it is pos- 


‘sible that the first teacher, Jacob Hannmer, a native of 


Manheim, Germany, officiated at the dedication of this 
fist church in the Lebanon Valley. 12 


' Rev. P. C. Croll in his “Landmarks of the Lebanon 
Valley” describes this building as consisting of hewn logs, 
with roof of thatch or tiles. The pews were made of the 
same material (logs with a hewn side for seats), while the 
pulpit was made of rough boards. An ordinary walnut table, 


, 


‘34x48 inches in dimension, donated by one of the Reiths, 


was used as altar and communion table, which identical 
table was still intact, and the property of Aaron Snyder, - 


Esq., a lineal descendant of the donor, living at Mt Aetna, : 


Berks County, Pa., a relic of 204 years. ~The question of 
employing a regularly ordained Lutheran minister as pas-. 
tor became the most puzzling problem to these early wor- _ 
shipers. ; 


. . 
There were then but very few. German Lutheran pastors 

in the entire country, and probably not a single-one within . 

the limits of the State, as John Casper Stoever is said to have 

been the first German Lutheran Pastor in Pennsylvania. 

We will speak of his work later in connection with other 

churches. 


A few Swedish and Dutch Pastors had _ preceded 
Stoever and these people had to be content with lay preach- 
ing, and were thus liable to be often imposed upon. Now, | 
the Moravians, in the name and garb of Lutheran pastors, - 
supplied their spiritual wants; now a parochial teacher, 
falsely claiming to have been ordained, assumed the office 
of the minister, until the congregation was thus thrown into 
almost hopeless confusion and into different factions. 


‘ 


The troubles continued for a period of 10 or 12 years, in 
which it was necessary to call in the officers of the law and 
the advice of church authorities in the Fatherland, “and the 
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German court preacher at London, Dr. Ziegenhagen. This 
dispute is described minutely in the ‘Halle Reports” (Hal- 
lischen Nachrichten) being the preserved correspondencé 
of these early Lutherans with jthe mission school at Halle, 
Germany. “ 


The nearest justice of the peace was Wn. Webb, of 
Kennett, Chester County, who was lawful attorney for John 
Page, of London, the proprietor of these Tulpehocken lands 
under the title of the Manor of Plumpton. A document 
drawn up by this Mr. Webb, giving exclusive rights to 
church property to the Leibbecker party -- one of the 
factions of this early dispute -- and bearing date of January 
22, 1735, is still kept as a relic by Mr. Franklin B. Reed, 
the seventh lineal descendant of the Leonhard Rith who 
donated the church grounds, and whose old homestead, a 
quarter of a mile east of the church at the Benjamin 
Franklin Highway stands today as a monument of lime- 
stone construction and ina very good state of preserva- 
tion. 


In this same Reith’s Church the first separate Reformed 


Communion in October 1727 by John Phillip Boehm, not 


yet ordained. (32 communed) at “Dolpehocken” -- the 
nucleus of the first (Host) church erected 1733. Boehm 
was ordained November 23, 1729 by the Ditch Reformed 
of New York. Rev. Boehm was twice a missionary supply 
here, from 1727 to 1731, and 173571738. During 1731 to 1735 
Rev. John Peter Miller was pastor. 


Conrad Beissel's- (the founder of Ephrata Cloister) pro- 
selyting propaganda in 1735. He “placed.Gad’s light upon 
a candlestick in the dark region of Tulpehockén in this 
year which resulted in a great revival.” Many were baptized 
(immersed in Tulpehocken Creek) among whom were 
Rev. John Peter Miller, Conrad Weiser, Gottfried Fidler, 
three elders, the schoolmaster, five families and some single 
persons. Great excitement prevailed in this region. Rev. 
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Miller and Conrad Weiser accompanied Beissel for six 
miles across the mountains towards Ephrata. Only two of 
all the converts, Rev. Miller and a woman, remained faith- 
ful. The rest returned in due time to their first love. 


Upon the death of Leibbecker, teacher and pastor, the 
Moravian Missionaries made their appearance and offered 
to supply the pulpit without remuneration, supplying tem- 
porarily this shepherdless fold with preaching. Thus 
through Count Zinzendorf's, supervision pastors of his ap- 
pointment preached to one party of Lutherans for about 
eight years. But though these claimed to bg’ Lutherans, it 
only widened the breach within the congregation and the 
congregation was again divided into two factions which 
clashed when Pastor John Casper Stoever, a Lutheran her- 
ald, came upon the scene and a long controversy and con- 
fusion followed, and led in 1742 to the founding of a new 
church, purely Lutheran, which erected its ‘building about 
a mile west of the former edifice, and named itself Christ 
Lutheran church. This church, now known as the Tulpe- 
hocken or Long's Church, has prospered very much more 
than the first (Reith’s) church from its beginning and will 
be more fully described in our next subject. 


Reed's Church was brotight back to the Lutheran fold 
through the influence of Conrad Weiser and his son-in-law, 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, in September 1747, and has 


remained loyal to it since that time. 


The pastors who served it since that time are: Rev. J. 
Nicholas Kurtz, 1748-70; Rev. Christopher E Shultze, 
1770-09: Rev. Daniel Ulrich, 1811-51; Rev...L. G. Eggers, 
1852-53: Rev. Thomas T. Jaeger, 1853-65; Rev. Aaron 
Finfrock, 1865-86; Rev. E. S. Brownmiller, 1886 to close 


of the century. 


In that graveyard (that alone remains of this first church 
plot) are many old graves and quaintly engraved tomb- 
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stones. On a visit to this spot on Pioneer Day, Friday, Fine 
29, 1923, during the Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of 
the Settlement of the Tulpehocken, your writer and his 
better half, were fully repajd for a walk among the quaint 
markers and visiting the graves of those early pioneerss we 
noted among others the grave and stone of the donor of the 


land, “Leonhard Rith, 1691-47 on a brownstone with cross- 


bones and skull as well as Jacob Rieth, 1746-1821, and John 
Adam Rieth, 1756-1815, both noted on tombstone as Rev- 
olution Soldiérs; we had a further interest in locating graves 
and monuments and found near where the old church stood 
a large monument containing the history of your writer's 
maternal ancestry showing that Jacob Donges, born in 
Hohenzollern, Germany and wife Elizabeth Pons, and 
whose progeny settled in this locality and are now residents 
of that same vicinity, living in Stouchsburg and Robesonia, 
and this marker gives the names of the Donges Family 
buried in that oldest graveyard for several generations, a 
glorious spot for their last resting place. | 
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Tulpehocken (Christ) or Long’s 


Lutheran Church 


The taction withdrawing from Reed’s Church was by 
far the stronger of the two in numbers and influence and in 
that they were deprived of the use of the church edifice as 
set forth in the legal document mentioned in connection 
with the Reith church division, they were the pure Lutherans 
in doctrine and practice, and were conteffding at that early 
period of American Lutheranism for the Reine Lehre of 
their ecclesiastical faith. 


In order to avoid the pitfalls of the first church and guard 
against their admixture with any sects and errorists, by whom 


they had formerly been deceived, a document was signed 


by 166 adherents of Lutherans and the Original copy placed 
in the corner stone of the church, which was laid in May, 
1743. The other copy of the same paper was filed with a 
church records, translated into English and embodied, 

gether with the names of the signers, in an historical apetek 
by Rev. F. J. F. Schantz, Pastor of Frieden’s Lutheran 
Church at Myerstown-(Pastor and Friend of the Writer 
when he was a resident of Myerstown), which address 
was delivered at the sesqui-centennial held September, 
1893 and later published and distributed to members and 
friends. This second Tulpehocken church received the name 
as stated above and is situated along the Benjamin Franklin 
Highway, just west of the village of Stouchsburg. The 
original building, which was probably of logs, and the foun- 
dation stones of which can still be seen, was replaced by a 


second one in 1786. This structure was of stone, and is still 


standing, a venerable pile of solid masonry. The building was 


dreadfully shaken up by a dynamite explosion which oc- 
- curred in aa: rear of the church property, November 6, 1884 
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(in which a cousin of your writer, Charles Kapp, and who 
frequently visited one another in boyhood days), was blown 
to atoms, and at a later period this same church had all its 
woodwork destroyed by foked Ts by lightning, August 
1, 1887, yet the original walls are as solid, and stand as 
plumb, as when they were finished. At its last remodeling, 
in 1887, a marble slab was placed in its western side, show- 
ing to all visitors the following engraved record of pastors: 


Pastors of Christ's Lulpehocken 
Lutheran Church 


Rev. Tobias Wagner, 1743- -46; Rev. John Nicholse Kurtz, 
1748-70; Rev. Christopher Emmanuel Schultze, 1770-1809; 
Rev. Daniel Ulrich, 1811-51;§Rev. Louis E Eggers, 1852- 
67; Rev. Frederick P SHEE 1868-73; Rev. A. yolieasons 
Long, 1874— 


The time and place of the decease of such pastors, as 


have died, are appended to the above record, 


Here have preached some of the most scholarly pity elo- 
quent ministers of the Lutheran Church. The most out- 
standing pastors were Revs. Schultze and Ulrich, the former 
the father of ex-Governor John Andreas Schultze, (now 
Schulze) of Pennsylvania, and the latter the father of a 
highly respected progeny still largely represented in this 
community and throughout this valley. The bodies of both 
these godly men sleep within the old graveyard adjoining 
and both graves are properly marked, the former in«German 
and the latter in English; by the side of Pastoz- Schultze 


‘sleeps his wife, who was a daughter of Rev. Henry Melchior 


Muhlenberg, the Lutheran Patriarch, and a granddaughter 
of: Conrad Weiser, and the mother of Governor Schultze. 


Among other notables buried -here .are those of Philip 


Breitenbach, a noted preachér -- here- also lived and are 
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buried the first and second generations of the ancestry (on ° 
the mother's side) of U. S. Senator, J. Donald Cameron 
and wife of Simon Cameron, Secretary of War in Lincoln’s 
Cabinet, she was a Brua, a Lutheran in Faith, and a daughter - 
of Peter Brua, who as a lay delegate from Tulpehocken 
helped to organize the General Synod of ‘the Lutheran. 
Church in 1820, and whose father, Peter Brua, was one of 
the early German settlers at Tulpehocken. But the spot in 
this city, says Dr. Croll, in his book referred to before, of 
last century's dead that holds the most charm for the visitor, 
if indeed a grave yard can have charms, is that which, though 
unmarked by memorial stones, is pointed ogft as the resting 
place of the famed Hartman family, so cruelly murdered 
by the Indians, and whose captive daughter, Regina, and- 
her surviving mother, form the principal characters in Rev. 
Dr. Reuben Weiser’s interesting book, entitled “Regina, the 
German Captive?” It is said that Regina herself sleeps here 
her last long sleep, and the spot of earth covering her dust 
was pointed out by the sexton to Dr. Croll in-1895.- 


We cannot ‘close. this description of Christ Petree 
Church without paying a visit to the parsonage and quoting 
from the Sesqui-Centennial address by Rev. Schantz men- 
tioned before showing that from the record preserved for 
a part of the period, covering a very large parish, the var- 
ious pastors residing -here officiated at 6,934 baptisms, 
3,829 marriages, and 2,518 funerals. Beyond a doubt, the 
most interesting wedding that ever occurred here was that 
of the Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, the eminent 
patriarch of the Lutheran Church in America, then resident 
in Philadelphia, to Miss Annie Marie ‘Weiser, a daughter’ 
of the celebrated Conrad Weiser. It-was.solemnized. by- the 
first pastor, Rev.. Tobias Wagner, jin i745, and forms a 
most conspicuous entry in the intensely . interesting. Church; 
Record begun by him, and still preserved and: continued. 1f;! 
indeed, this illustrious pair were not. married: in this ider identi- 
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cal house, it was yet solemnized on this spot, in a house ad 
joining, which as a part of a mill property, was then used as 
the pastor's residence. and which is still standing and in 
possession of the congregation. ; 


The writer paid a visit to both buildings a few years ago 
and was grieved to see that the mill property was allowed 
to fall into ruin and noted the delapidated condition as 
shown in a picture taken at the time of the 200th Anniversary 
of the Tulpehocken Celebration in 1923 and in this booklet 
is this notation taken from General Peter Muhlenberg’s 
Itinerary to the Ohio Country in 1784 quotations from his 
Diary February 26, ‘‘proceeded to Rev. Schulze’s in 
Tulpehocken, 17 miles from Reading, when finding myself 
indisposed, I took some medicine and continued there until 
the 28th (He was Gen’l M---’s brother-in-law), when I 
set out on the excessively opie afternoon, and rode to Col. 
Kucher'’s near Lebanon, and 10 miles from Mr. Schulze’s.” 
Following the noted pastorage of Rev. Kurtz, came that of 
Rev. Christopher Emmanuel Schulze, assistant pastor to 
Dr. H. M. Muhlenberg, of Phila., who took up his abode 
at Tulpehocken in 1770, having previously married Eva 
Elizabeth, daughter of Patriarch Muhlenberg and he oc- 
cupied this manse for 38 years; of the nine children born 
in this Manse, the most conspicious was John Andrew, who 
after a short ministerial career, owing to poor health, en- 
tered into the mercantile business in Myerstown and when 
Lebanon County was formed out of Dauphin in 1813 he was 
appointed Register, Recorder and Clerk of Courts and 
moved to Lebanon and occupied the house lately the Drug 
Store of Dr. Lemberger in Market Square, and then serving 


-in the Legislature, in both the House and Senate and finally 


called to serve two terms as Governor of Pennsylvania. 
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Trinity Tulpehocken Re formed — 
Church 


It was noted that after the division of the Reith Church, » 
members that the Lutherans built a church of their own 
known as Christ Lutheran Church, and the Reformed mem- 
bers moved a mile and a half west of Tulpehocken Lutheran 
Church, over in what is now Jackson Township, Lebanon 
County and on the banks of the Tulpehocken Creek and 
established themselves and began worship “as a Reformed 
Congregation as appears more fully hereafter: — 


TABLET ON TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH 





One Red. Rose 
Annually Paid By 
Trinity Reformed Church 
: To The Heirs of 
CASPAR WISTAR 
Of Philadelphia. who in 1738 
Gave 100 Acres of Land 
For Church and School Purposes 
The Congregation was formed 
By Reformed Families 
Among the Tulpehocken Settlers 
The First Communion Service 
Was Conducted By 
Reverend John Philip Boehm 


October 18, 1727 
Marked By The Pennsylvania Historical Commission, 1930 
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Three miles east of Myerstown on the Benjamin Franklin 
Highway is the oldest and one of the most important churches 
of the Reformed denomination in all the Lebanon Valley 
and the first Germans came from the Schoharie Valley int 
N. Y. State to that spot in 1710, and in 1723 thirty-three4 
families came floating down the Susquehanna and worked 
their way up the Swatara, to be followed six years later by 
another band, led by Conrad Weiser. 


The early records of this church are incomplete but Rev. 
Dr. James 1. Good while on a visit some years ago found in 
the Archives at the Hague, the capital of Holland, the 
record of the report sent there in 1744 by Rev. John Philip 
Boehm, the first Reformed pastor in Pa. who labored as a 
Missionary at Tulpehocken, the first time from 1727-31 
and showing that 33 members communed in this Dolpe- 
hacken (Tulpehocken) Congregation on October 13, 1727. 


This Trinity lulpehocken Reformed Church in Lebanon 
County received a grant of land of 100 acres from Caspar 
Wister, the Button Maker of Germantown and the deed 
was executed by Conrad Weiser, the then Justice of the 
Peace near Womelsdorf who was appointed as such by 
King of Great Britain in the year 1738 and upon this site 
was to be erected a church and an Annual Rental of One 
Red Rose in June was to be paid for this plot and while 
friendly Indians looked on, the men of the small colony 
chopped down treeS and built their ‘first crude church; 
the old log church gave way to a limestone building in 
1771; In 1891 the present building was extensively remod- 


eled and a new pipe organ installed at a cost of two thou- 
sand dollars, one-half of .which was contfibuted by the 
descendants of Casper Wister--as a token of gratitude and 
appreciation for the kindness and generosity of these de- 
scendants, a white rose is annually tendered them by the 
congregation in the month of June.. 
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On Sunday, June 8th, 1930, for the 192nd time, members 
of this congregation gathered to pay the Red Rose Rental, 
provided for in the deed to the land, as well as the White 
Rose Rental for the Organ Gift of the descendants of 
Caspar Wister. 


4 
On this same day in connection with the ceremony of 
paying Red and White Roses, a tablet for the church, fur- 
nished by the Historical Commission of Pennsylvania, 
marking it as the church that pays its rent with red roses, at 
was unveiled. ‘I'he old stone church was filled with roses 
and other flowers for the event. It was ghe Feast of Roses. _ <i 
Almost every member of the congregation wore roses. Huge 
chains of the blooms were strung about the auditorium. ‘Vhe ee 
altar was banked with peonies and red and white roses. 


Thousands of automobiles whirred by on the- Benjamin 
Franklin Highway, many came long distances to attend these 
exercises. The presence of a be-feathered native would have 
been a great surprise instead of the matter-of-course event 
it was 142 years-ago. An airplane hummed swiftly along 
the horizon. . | 


Locally this church is known as the “Leinbach Kirche,’ 
having been served by_the two Leinbach Brethren, Thomas 
H. and Charles, for over half a century, the former from 1828 
to 1864 and his sainted brother, the latter from 1864 to 1883. 


To the south of the church across the orchard stands the 
spacious, stone manse, built 1770. The pastors that occupied 
this Church Manse were busy men, some of them served as 
many as 16 widely scattered congregations at one time, be- 
sides managing a mill property and the farm which was then - 
parts of the pastoral estate. The “Church Mill” has in re- | 
cent years been disposed of and now turns its grist for an 
other than the pastor. But a famous stone quarry on the 
premises still yields a handsome royalty as a revenue for-the 


church. 
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About twenty years ago it became necessary to go into 
the Courts of Law to enlarge the powers of the Charter of the 
Church as the amount of income was limited and in order . 
to avail themselves of the incgeased royalties arising from a t 


lease to a large producer of fluxing stone, which increased the 4 


income beyond the restricted limitation of income, these 
amendments were obtained through the court. 


The parsonage is a fine stone structure, commodious and 
was kept in good repair. The wide hall-way and the cheerful 
rooms on éither side bespeak welcome and comfort. They 
have done so to many thousand visitors during the more than 
a century of the Manse’s existence. | 


Perhaps the most distinguished guest it ever sheltered was 
the late Dr. Philip Schaff, a native of Switzerland. His great 
learning early gave him a traflscontinental reputation, and in 
1844 he was called by the German Reformed Church of 
America to fill a professorship in the institutions of Mercers- 
burg, Pennsylvania. It must be a source of just pride to every 
member of this flock to remember that this their pastoral 
abode sheltered such a prince of theologians and. church his- 


 torians. 


In the parsonage are found minute and extensive records 
of the labors of its pastors and the transactions of the con- 
gregation. They cover 3 or 4 large volumes, but the oldest 
and most valuable of the church life here can not be found -- 
that pertaining to its be§innings, 1711 to 1744. 


There have been three churches since the beginning in 
L744, 


The first one was a log building and stood in the southeast 
corner of the old cemetery. The second church was built of 
stone, and stood opposite the road from the present site, at 
the northwest corner of the orchard, between the pike and 
the parsonage. The present edifice is a large two-story mas- 


sive structure, built of nicely dressed limestone and rebuilt 
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1853 as shown by a marble slab in the front elevation and 
remodeled in 1894. | 32 


The following pastors have served this church: Prior to 
1747, it was served for some little time by. certain itinerant 
or missionary pastors, with an occasional sermon by Revs. 
Rieger, Boehm and George Michael Weiss, at intervals of 
six and twelve weeks. After 1747, the church had settled 


pastors as follows: 


oe} 
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Rev. D. Bartholmaeus, 1747-50; Rev. H. W. Stoy, 1752- 
55; Rev. John Waldschmidt, 1757-58; Rey. William Otter- 
bein, 1758-64: Rev. John J. Zufall, 1765-09; Rev. J. William 
Hendel, .Sr., 1769-82; Rev. Andrew Loretz, 1785-86; Rev. : 
Daniel Wagner, 1786-93; Rev. William Hendel, Jr., D. D., 
1793-1823; Rev. Thomas H. Leinbach; 1826-64; Rev. Charles 
H. Leinbach, D.D., 1864-83; Rev. Henry J. Welker, 1884- aed 
1920; Rev. M. F.’ Klingman, 1920-24; Rev. Morgan A. eae 
Peters, 1924-- - . 6 gty 


- Only three of these pastors are buried on the cemetery at 
the church -- they are the Leinbachs mentioned and Rev. _ $7, 
Henry Welker who died only a few months ago. In the old 
cemetery south of the highway, in the south west corner are 
buried an Indian Chief, and 7 of his tribe as well as the 
Spychers, who were historical characters in Colonial Days. 
Benjamin, at whose house Col. Conrad Weiser gathered his 
regiment of 300 German farmers to repel the invading sav- 
ages, already alluded to in the French and Indian Massacres. 


He was the son of John Peter Spycher, and emigrated to Pang 
America from the Palatinate in 1738, settling in this neigh- Beas? 
borhood. In 1744 he was licensed as an Indian trader. He I 

served as an officer i in the Provincial Army during the French a 
and Indian War ‘and at the beginning of the Revolution as- } 
sisted in organizing. “the: Berks County Militia. He was a- 
member of the Provincial Conference:et Jone: 8, 1776; and of .. 
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of Peter Spycher, his brother is near by and he was amon 
the men who figured prominently in arousing the Provincial 
Government to make efforts of defense against the depre— 
dations of the Indians. A letter js still extant which he wrote 
November 16, 1755, to Col. Cdnrad Weiser, telling him of 
the slaughter of the inhabitants and families and giving names 
of parties scalped and urging them to take steps “to protect 
them and deliver them from the hands of these cruel and 
merciless creatures.’ From his tombstone it shows he was 
born October 27, 1711 and died July 18, 1789. 


Among the oldest legible tombstone inscriptions the fol- 
lowing were taken, showing that the dead were buried here 
already in 1745 and the translation from the German in- 
scription on the tombstone is as follows: 


“Here lies buried Johannes Kidz. Miller, born February 2, 
nl OO 2eandidied H7 45.0 i 


> 


Here also are buried the founders of Myerstown and other 
leaders of long ago. 
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S¢ Paul’s Millbach Reformed 
Church 


About two miles south west of Zellers Fort where the first 
conference was held to organize and build a church at Reith’s, 
another church was built for the use of settlers who came into 
this Lebanon Valley, some of them being former members of 
Reith’s, whilst other Germans came -- some from the Scho- 
harie, New York settlement, others through the mountain 
gaps from Philadelphia, Germantown and the Conestoga and 
settled on the Mill Creek or Muehlbach as tis Mill Creek 


Centre was called. 


Here as early as 1747 the records show a joint Lutheran 
and Reformed Church to have been erected. The. first church 
was a small log house erected in 1753, followed by a frame 
church which stood until 1790 when the present substantial 
stone structure was erected. The building committee were 
Adam Stump, Alexander Schaeffer, Martin Heckendorf, Jost 


Hoffman and--Bollman. The centennial was celebrated on. 


October 8, 9 and 10, 1847, when besides the pastor, Rev. 
Vhomas H. Leinbach, Revs. Henry Wagner and Joel L. 
Reber assisted in the services. The report states that there 
were also present two students, Aaron S. Leinbach and Jona- 
than E. Hiester. 


The present church building was enlarged and improved at 
considerable expense, and dedicated May 3lst, 1891. The 
Centennial and Sesqui-Centennial were observed. At the Ses- 
aui-Centennial Dr. J. H. Dubbs (your writer's teacher at 
Franklin & Marshall College, 1887-90) delivered the sermon. 
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Three houses of worship were erected at this place as will be . 
noted. First baptism ‘was by Rev. Templeman, Mar. 15, 1747. 


A good record is kept of the ministerial acts of the pastors. 
Mr. Miller gave the ground, with the stipulation that a stone 
church should be built, and if the Lutherans would help in 
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its construction, they should have a share in it. But the Luth- 





erans did not help; so it was erected as a Reformed Church. ™ 


The ground where the school house is erected was donated 


for school purposes. Michael B. Moore and _ his sisters, - 


Rebecca and Catherine, donated an acre of ground for ceme- 
tery purposes reserving a lot for their burial. Harriet Forry, 
wife of Rev. Charles H. Leinbach was born and raised here 
and was a member of the congregation. 


The pastors were the following from the time of the or- 
ganization: Rev. Conrad Templeman, 1747-52: William Stoy, 
1752-65; John‘ Jacob Zufall, 1765-69: William Hendel, Sr., 
1769-83; Daniel Wagner, 1785-93: William Hendel, Jr., 
1793-1822; Thomas H..Leinbach, 1822-67, assisted by his 
sons, Thomas C. and Samuel -A:, during his last years; 
Stephen Sweitzer, 1868-70; James A. Shultz, 1871-73; A. J. 
Bachman, 1878 to this time. 


One of the oldest graves in the cemetery Surrounding the 
church and marked by a legible stone is that of Anderes 


Saltzgeber in German telling that he was born December | 


26,!1708 and died 1769 and that his wife was Ann Maria 


Zeller who died at the age of 41. Others buried there are 


- Hartmans, Meisers, Illigs, Zimmermans, Moyers, Holsteins, 


Stricklers, etc. 


Mrs. Richard H. Lee, Regent of Lebanon Chapter, Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution, has furnished me the fol- 
lowing data just recently taken in her search on this grave- 
yard: Grave of Maria Maggaret Schmidt, born November 4, 
1701; died -- 1777; there is no record on any stone in this 
burial ground of any one born before her birth date. 


Here she also found the tombstone of Michael Trion, the 
Ancestor of a Family of Doctors prominent in this section of 
the state for almost two centuries and this was in German as 
follows: 


“Here rests the bones of Doctor Michael Trion. He was 
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born June 17, 1731 and died November 24, 1799; on the, 
reverse side of the stone was a description of the man and as 
near as could be deciphered from the integrating old brown 
stone was as follows: “He gave himself, heart and soul to 


his work.” 


We wish at this point to testify to the splendid work that is. 
being done by the Committee and its faithful workers in every 
section of our county in obtaining the inscriptions on all tomb- 
stones in all burial grounds, either church, family or private 


graveyards on farms throughout this county. 


This work is under the auspices of the Lebanon Chapter 
of the Daughters of the American eae and is a val- 
uable addition to the preservation of the records of such 
burials, in many cases now almost if not entirely obliterated 
and illegible; this record when completed should be put in 
book form or printed and distributed, and especially pre- 


served in fire proof vaults. 


As we have been talking mostly of Lutherans and Re- 
formeds as the early church people and thus far they were 
the only church buildings erected, theirs was not the only re- 
ligious worship in this Muelbach section. As Dr. Croll so 
well states that it was claimed that fully two decades or 
more before this time, Conrad Beissell and a few associate 
German Baptists, or Dunkards, arrived from Germany and 
settled here, doubtless conducting worship in the house this 
leader is said to have erected. It is evident that they here - 
found water enough to accommodate them in their immersion 
practices. As no history of the erection of a Dunkard Meeting 
House or of a separate local congregation is extant, it is , 
probable that this nucleus formed a part of the Conestoga 
First Day Dunkards. It was not long, however, before Mr. 
Beissell ‘‘fell out’’ with his Brethren on a number of points of 
doctrine, principally that concerning the Sabbath observation}, 
he claiming the Seventh day as the proper one to be kept. He 
published a tract as early as 1725, fully setting forth—his 
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views, and withdrew from fellowship with his Brethren. He 
had quite a following, and thus was born the Seventh Day 
Baptist Sect or Society, which, led by their zealous leader, re- 
moved over the inountains to Ephrata, where they promul- 
gated their mystic views, erectedsa convent, and made for 
themselves a quaint but somewhat conspicious history among 
the denominations of our land. In education and publication 
this new centre was leading the German population of this 
section of the state for a quarter of century. 


Coming up farther into the Lebanon Valley almost to the 
fountain head of the Millcreek we come to the places noted 
as the fountain head of the Evangelical Association another 
branch of the Protestant Church -- for over the spring was 
built a house in which that organization was effected and 
another spring feeding this same Muelbach Creek farther 
down its current, marks the place where Elder Peter Becker, 
of the Dunkard persuasion, immé@rsed Conrad Beissell, the 
founder of the Seventh Day Baptist sect, which spring is 
known in the denominational history of this church as the 
Dunkard Spring.” 


Continuing our course towards the oldest settlement inthe 
valley we come to the Becker house, where the first annual 
conference of the Evangelical Association was held in 1807. 

This house is still standing on the righthand side of the road 
going to Kleinfeltersville, and is more than a mile northeast 
of the other Becker homestead, where in 1803. Bishop 
Albright called his followers together for mutual conference 
about separation from former church affiliations and organi- 
zation into a new sect, by the adoption of rules and regula- 
tions, which led to the present discipline of this church and 
its entire mode of denominational life and polity. 


The house in which the first annual conference of Albright’s 
church was held, is a large, commodious, farm dwelling-house, 
built of regularly dressed sand stone of reddish tint that is 
quarried near by, and was erected, according to.a date-stone 
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in its wall, in 1770. Some alterations have been made since’ 
that first conference, but the large room, or rooms, in which 
the sessions of this historic gathering were held are intact 
and are still pointed out to the visitor. It was attended by five 
itinerant and three local preachers and twenty official lay 
members, and was continued for two days, November 15 and 
16, 1807. At this meeting Albright was elected superintendent 
or first bishop of the society and instructed to formulate rules 
of discipline, which latter duty he was prevented from accom- 
plishing by decline of health and an early, untimely death. 
In this house also met the third and fourth annual conferences 
of this association, and here were licensed 3 number of the 
first preachers of the body, who ret tf figured promi- 


nently in this Evangelical Association Church. Leaving this 


place and still going on towards Kleinfeltersville, we pass the 
private burial place of several generations of .this family, a 
Dunkard Meeting House, the fine home and farm of Rev. 
George Bucher, the Dunkard Preacher of this district; and 
crossing the line into Heidelberg Township, we soon come 
to the fountain head of this Mill Creek and the place where 
Albright’s Religious Society was formed and-where by a 
singular providence he died, May 18, 1808. This was the 
home of John George Becker, son of the George Becker 
already alluded to and the house in which he lived was also 
a sandstone dwelling, reared over the spring in question, and 
was originally provided with mere port-holes for windows, 
and used as a house of refuge from the Indians; it was torn 
down and replaced by a double-story frame dwelling, where 
lives William Hoffman, who is married to a granddaughter 


of this friend of Albright’s a daughter of Rev. John Klein- 


felter, who was married to John G. Becker’s daughter. 


Mr. Becker, being an early disciple of Albright's, opened 
his house for services and for the exercise of Christian hos- 


pitality towards these itinerants. Thus it came to pass that in © 


this house were witnessed on November 3, 1803, the birth 
of this society and the licensure of Rev. Albright later the mar- 
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riage of one of its daughters to Rev. Kleinfelter, one of these 
itinerant preachers and afterwards a presiding elder, and on 
May 18, 1808, the death of the first bishop of the Evangelical 
Association, Rev. Albright. Bishop Albright was a native of ° 
Montgomery, and during his ministry and at the time of his 
death was a resident of Lancaster County. He was returning~ 
from a quarterly conference held on Easter, 1808, in Albany 
Township Berks County, suffering from a pulmonary af- 
fection, when, completely prostrated, he was compelled to 
stop on his way home at the house of Brother Becker, where 
he took his bed, and died a few weeks later. A few days after 
May 20th, he was buried in the private burial plot of this 
Becker family, which plot was afterward erected into a church 
burial ground. His grave here is marked by a simple stone 
with a simple epitaph in German cut thereon. _ 


After Rev. Kleinfelter married Mr. Becker's daughter and 
came into possession of much df his property, he laid out 
the village of Kleinfeltersville, donated ground for an Evan- 
gelical Church and graveyard, and was largely instrumental 
in having the East Pennsylvania Conference build a mem- 
orial church at this place in honor of the energetic bishop, 
who died and lay buried here. 


Accordingly, in 1850, kept by the Evangelical Association 
as a year of jubilee, this church was erected and on its front 
a marble slab tells in the German Language the history of 
Jacob Albright; a large Boulder has been erected along the 
street leading to and near the church giving the history of the 
founding of this the Evang€lical Association and each year 
on the Sunday nearest his death Anniversary a memorial ser- 
vice is held here in the church and at his grave and thousands 
attend each year. 


Td 











Synagogue and Cemetery 


It may not be known generally that the oldest settlement 
within the borders of Lebanon County was Heidelbergtown 
or as later called after the man that did so much for the com- 
munity to perpetuate his memory -- Schaefferstown on the 
border of the South Mountain which now separates Lebanon 


from Lancaster County. 


Thus as early as 1720 the log cabins of #iese first settlers 
began to rise in the wild forest of these foot-hills and what- 
ever clusters of houses and settlements may have been formed 
before, the town was regularly laid out by Alexander Schaef- 
fer in 1744. He had taken up his abode on arrival in the 
foothills already referred to, where at a recent date his log 
cabin, built about 1738, was still standing. From thence he 
removed to the site of the present town, where he had bought 
a large tract of land, which he immediately proceeded to lay 
out into a town plot -after the present plan of a Central 
Market Square and four principal streets leading out thence 
and his old home is pointed out now at the north east corner 


of the Square. 


On its southern slope Baron Henry W. Von Stiegel, of 
Manheim, Pennsylvania, a wealthy native of Manheim, 
Germany, who had made shot and shell, and cast guns for 
the Provincial Army during Revolutionary times conducted 
this industrial plant for about 18 years, manufacturing the 
old-tashioned jamb stoves, said to have borne the following ° 
legendary inscription: - 


“Baron Stiegel ist der Mann, Derr die Ofen giesen Kann.”’ 






While engaged in this business he built a residence and 
tower in Schaefferstown, and laid out the southern portion, 
now known as “Canada.” The first hill one-fourth of a mile 


Heidlebergtown and fewtsh ~ | 
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south of the town centre marks the spot where this tower or 
‘CHURM stood, and from it received the name THURM- 
BERG, or “TOWER-HILL.” This “TOWER-HILL" marks 
also two other spots of historic interest. The one is the me 
cemetery on its southern slope, where were buried the firs 

colonists of this community, who were Jews, and who*wered 
at one time strong enough to have a synagogue and maintain 
worship. While the spot of the “Jewish Church” and grave- 
yard can still be identified, it is a shame that there should 
here be found such inconsiderate vandalism as to lay its un- 
holy hands upon the walled enclosure of this Sacred spot, 

and reduce to the common level of a field or orchard what 
should have been kept as holy ground and been most jeal- 
ously guarded as an historic relic. 


The other spot of interest on Tower-Hill is the spring 
which has for nearly two hundred years supplied this town 
with water. It is located of the northern Slope of this hill, 
just on the edge of town, is‘ walled over into a reservoir and 
shaded by giant oaks and maples and in a park that has been 
opened to the public for religious gatherings and other family 
reunions. This best of water supplies has been utilized since 
1753 as a public water works, so-deeded by the founder of 
the town and his wife to appointed trustees for the use of 
inhabitants of Market Square and Street. It claims to be 
the first and oldest public water works in the United States. 
Two public fountains have poured their clear, sparkling and 
never failing contents into immense watering troughs’ for 
178 years free and plenty to gladen man and beast -- but 
I am gettng too far afield -- my subject is early churches 
and here they are too. 
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Lutheran and Reformed Churches 
in Schaef ferstowwn 


Two of the oldest structures in the town was the church 
erected before the year 1758. The school house was erected 
before the church and both were built of logs and stood until 
1765. Both Reformed and Lutheran people worshiped here. 
In 1766 repairs were to be made, when the Lutherans with- 
drew, selling their interest for 80 LB. sterling to the Reformed 
in four installments. This church has quite a history. As early 


as 1720, there are evidences of officialburial services having 


been conducted here by missionary pastors.. Fragmentary 
records prove that Rev. F. A. C- Muhlenberg at one time 
(1770-73) exercised pastoral functions after the stone church 
and school house replaced the log buildings and the congre- 
gation formed a part of the Tulpehocken pastorate, and the 
Rev. John Nicholas Kurtz was pastor. He was succeeded by 
Rev. C. Emanuel Shultze, 1770-1809; then Rev. William 
Bates, 1810-36; Jonathan Ruthrauff, 1837-49; J. M. Dietzler, 
1850-65: U. Graves, 1865-66; G. J. Martz, 1867-78; M. 


Fernsler, 1879— 


In 1884, the church was completely remodeled at consider- 
able expense, the old steeple taken down from its west end 
and built up at the east end, while sixteen feet were added 
to its Iength on the west. While the same solid masonry 
stands and constitutes the wall, the building has lost its an- 
tique appearance, and has assumed a modern style of ar- 
chitecture within and without. A very old pipe organ is still 
in use there. Ihe old communion service bears this inscrip- 
tion: “Michael Weber und seine Ehefrau. Anna Barbara 
haben die Communion Kanthen, in die Evangelish-Luther- 
ische Kirche in Heidelberg, Linkester Amt gestisset. 1764.” 
‘The bell which used to swing in the old steeple, whose silvery 
tone for many years called this community to worship,’ is 
said to have had the following inscription: “Pack and Chap- 
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man, of London, Fecit. 1773. For the Lutheran Church, 
Heidelbergtown, Lancaster County. 


Similar bells were made by the same firm and at the same 
time for the Trinity Lutheran Chureh of Lancaster City, and 
Salem Lutheran Church, Lebanon. They were doubtless or- 
deredabyaheveri a Asatte Muhlenberg. 


The Reformed people in 1795 then built a Stone church, 
the corner stone of this new Reformed Church was laid June 
11, 1795. Because of a sink hole the wall gave way. It became 
necessary to’ remodel sors rebusldid So easthirdisedifice was 
erected in the spring of 1858 and the corner stone laid July 
31, 1858. We are indebted to Dr. Egle’s history of Dauphin 
and Lebanon County for the specimen lottery ticket, giving 
us an idea of how this second edifice and that of Tabor Re- 
formed Church in Lebanon, were paid for; a common resort — 
for revenue in public enterprises of ‘that day: 


Lottery. No. 1547. 


Authorized by law of the State of Pennsylvania, tor 
defraying the expenses of-erecting the Churches lately | 
built by the German Reformed Congregations respect- 
ively, in the Borough of Lebanon and in the Town of 
Heidelberg, in the County of Dauphin. 


ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 


This Ticket will entitle the Bearer to such Prize, as 
may be drawn to its Numbér, if demand within twelve 
months after drawing. . 


Subject to a deduction of twenty per cent. 


February 19, 1800. | “I 
HENRY SCHAEFFER 


@ The following pastors served St. Paul’s Reformed Church 
at Schaefferstown: Conrad Tempelman, 1727-46; Jno. 
Bartholomaeus Rieger, 1746-67; John Jacob Zufall, 1767-69; 
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John Conrad Bucher, 1769-70: William Hendel, Sr., 1770- ~ 


3: John William Runkle, 1783-85; Andrew Loretz, 1785-86; 
Daniel Wagner, 1786-92; Ludwig Lupp, 1792-98; William 
Hiester, 1800-28: Thomas Leinbach, 1828-64, assisted by 
his son, Thomas C. Leinbach, assisted by his brother Samuel, 
1864-68: S. S. Sweitzer, 1868-70; Jas. S. Shultz, 1870-73; 


Thomas C. Leinbach, supply, 1873-75; Aaron H. Leiss, 1875- . 


78 and A. J. Bachman, 1878 to date, and died February 24, 
1937. 


On the highest elevation in the rear of the Lutheran 
Church is the Union Graveyard where among the oldest 
burials are shown those of Alexander Schaeffer, founder of 
the town and his tombstone in German lettering tells that 
he was born January 8, 1712, died April 10, 1786, aged 74 
years, 5 months and 2 days -- Amen; the grave of Philip 
Jacob Erpff, born in Wurtemberg, Germany, on October 20, 
1724 and died January 30, 1803, passing the graves of the 
Moyers and Rexes, the fine Weigley monument of granite, 
surmounted by a womanly figure in marble showering flow- 
ers from her hand, we then pass the Wolfersbergers and 
Peter Sheets and especially Philip Wolfersberger, who with 
others in this community used to be owners of negro slaves 
before their freedom was legally granted in our state. 














Pioneer. Re formed Joon - 
John Conrad Ti empelman 


This Pioneer Reformed Preacher was born at Weinheim, 
in the Palatinate, and baptized March 22, 1692. He was a 
tailor by trade and as such earned a livelihood, even after 
he came to America. In 1722 he married Anna M. Barth. Be- 
tween 172] and 1725 he arrived in America with wife and 
two children, and settled in the Conestoga Valley, Lancaster 
County. In 1727 he took up 200 acres of land in Lebanon 
Township, now Rexmont and resided there to the close of 
his life--the place is known as Templeman’s Hill. He was 
the first Reformed preacher within the borders of Lebanon 
County. The Templeman Homestead used as a Church and 
School House was erected on fhis land patented to him in 
1743 and the house was still standing in 1890, a wooden 
Structure of one and one-half stories. From 1727-51 he 
acted as Reader, but at his request was ordained and took 
his place as a minister with full clerical powers. For 20 
years before this he was unordained, but in the year 1746, 
Michael Schlatter, the official visitor of the Reformed Church 
in America, visited him at Rexmont and found him to he a 
man of ‘“‘correct views, peaceably spirit, by which he has 
won the love and respect of the community,” as Schlatter 
Says, and the latter advised that the old man be forthwith 
ordained, which was done at Lancaster in 1752. He preached 
at Swatara before 1748. He organized the Reformed 
Churches at Swatara and Quitopahila (Hill Church) and 
preached at Gruppe Kirche in South Lebanon Township, 
Donegal, Millbach, he became blind in 1757, but still kept 
up occasionally his ministrations; he died in 176] honored 
by all, aged about 69 years. 


A few months ago Dr. Charles E. Boger and Charles R. 
Wolfe, Vice Presidents of the Lebanon County Historical 
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Society with your writer as Secretary of the Society paid a 
visit to the Templeman site of the Home and Church at 


Rexmont. 


We had the good fortune through the splendid offices of 
Squire John D. Boger to meet Mrs. Joseph Stahley (nee Alice 
Jones) at her home in Rexmont and as good fortune would 
have it her brother Clarence Jones was visiting her from New 
York -- she informed us that she and her brother Scott were 
born in the old Templeman House, as well as her son Ells- 
worth Binner and daughter Mary Stahley; she volunteered 
to go with us and we went to the Bucher cemetery just in 
the rear of the Noggle factory and she show d us where John 
Conrad Templeman was buried, we then with her brother 
Clarence Jones, crossed the field to the lane leading up from 
Rexmont to the Bucher farm and there we-stood on the spot 
where the Templeman House and Church were, only a few 
of the foundation stones remaining of the original. Home- 
stead; the Jones family William K. and Susan lived in this 
house about 8 years, 1880 to 1889; preceding them Lazarus 
Laub and wife who were hired to help on the then Bucher 
‘farm (he a Dunkard Minister) were married, and went to 
housekeeping in this Tempelman house used as a Church and 
Schoolhouse--a full description was given by Mrs. Stahley as 
to its construction in three sections and therefore fitted for 
church, school and dwelling purposes; a very good photo- 
graph of this building was shown her and she minutely de- 
scribed it and said it was absolutely correct in detail. 
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Gribben Kirche ta South Lebanon 


As stated before there are many old and lost churches 
that deserve fuller mention, such as Templeman’s above de- 
- scribed, and now another that very few people know so near 
to Lebanon -- this Grubbe or Grubbeland Church was estab- 
lished a few years after the establishment of the Berg Kirche 
(Hill Church). 


The Grubbe in the limestone valley and the other in 


the hill country and it was built two miles south east of’ 


Lebanon on what is now the Dr. Walter H: Brubaker. farm. 
It may be of interest to know whence the name “Grubben”’ 
originated. It is supposed to have its Origin in the nature of 
the soil where the church was built. It was a tough clay and 
not covered with heavy timber, but with heavy tangled vines, 
dense bushes, and coarse weeds, which vegetation it was 
necessary to grub or dig out before using a plow. Thus the 


one site was in the “Grubbe-land,” the other im the “Berg-. 


landa,or) Gravel lund. od hisacaurch was built about 1747, 
organized by Rev. Tempelman of the Reformed side and Rev. 
Stoever on the Lutheran. This was before Lebanon saw the 
light of day. Apparently vears after its erection as stated in 
Dr. Klopp’s History of Tabor Reformed Church,” on’ the 
7th of January, 1755, Jacob Hoecker conveyed by deed two 
acres of land to Christopher Long, George Ellinger, Jacob 
Grove and John Wolfersberger, for the use of the Reformed 
and Lutheran congregations at Grubbenland, on which the 
church was built. Two years later the congregation received 
ant halice matked a AsW. 175 imrae the administration of 
the sacrament and three years later a flagon marked eis Les 
1760," was added. The Moravian church at Hebron, and the 
foun@jng of the City of Lebanon, the membership of Grubben 
gradually drifted to Stietztown, as Lebanon was then called, 














EarLy AND HisTorICAL CHURCHES 33 


to Salem Lutheran and Tabor Reformed churches which 
were built in 1762, and this caused the membership to decline, 
and the building was said to have been in a dilapidated con- 
dition by 1768 and to have ceased to be occupied by that time. 


On the 22nd day of November, 1762, John Karnsher 
and wife conveyed to John Steiger, Frederick Wolfers- 
berger, Martin Hiller and David Harpster, trustees and 
wardens. for the use of the German Lutheran and Calvinist 
congregations. the two acres and twelve perches of land 
between George Glassbrenner and John Hamsher, now in 
South Lebanon Township, for the sum of five pounds; this 
was for burial purposes and on May 5. 1870, the Salem and 
Tabor congregations had an act passed to enable them to 
dispose of that part of the land not used as a burial ground 
that the remainder might be kept in repair. 


‘The Chalice and Flagon mentioned above were supposed . 


to be among the historic communion vessels of Salem Church, 
fe 

and when your write: was spoken to about the’ old and 

historic churches, he in company of Dr. Charles E. Boger 


and Ed. H. Uhler called to see Dr. Walter H. Brubaker _ 


and confirming. what we had learned he told us that this 
Chalice and Flagon were in the keeping of Mrs. Henry M. 
Patches. tenants on that farm for about 36 years; we ob- 
tained his permission to see these precious relics of the Grub- 
benland church and immediately proceeded in the car of Dr. 
Boger. Vice President of the Lebanon County Historical 
Society to the farm and had the extreme pleasure of having 
these two sacred vessels handed to us for examination and 
upon leaving the farm house, going out the lane we stopped 
and went in to the spot pointed out as the site of the old 
church, thus on Thursday August 20, 1931, we walked. up 
along the field to the plot surrounded by a stone wall and 
entered the graveyard where the center which was occupied 
by the original church was covered over with a profuse 
growth of Lilac Bushes and found 15 graves well marked 
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with tombstones in both German and English. To the great 


delight of Mr. Ed. H. Uhler he found the grave of his @ 


great grandfather. John Jacob Rohland, born July 23, 1759 
and died August 16, 1841: also his great grandmothers’ 
grave. Christina. born February 14, 1773, died May 29, 
1849 -- 8 of these graves of othey members of the family in 
the north east corner of the enclosed. stone walled Grubbe- 
land Church cemetery: in the south east corner graves of 
Frederick Fernsler. wife and family, 1765 & 1771: in south 
west corner, Peter Ruhl and wife. 1782 & 1787 and Levi 
Fitterer, 1847. Dr. Brubaker informed us that there is a 
piece of timber from the old church in the large bank barn 
used as a support to a rafter, that being the only relic outside 
of the communion set mentioned above. 











—@ 


Hebron Moravian Church 


the Orth family had settled east of Hebron as early as 
1725. But the Moravians as such did not come to Pennsyl- 


vania until 10 years later. Whitefield suggested to Count - 


Zinzendorf that he send an evangelist to the Pennsylvania- 
Germans and he sent Andreas Eschenbach and he soon ex- 
ercised an influence in the church strife at Tulpehocken. 
Zinzendorf came to this section and with Bishop Boehler. 
Conrad Weiser, Henry Leinbach and others became very 
active among the Indians to spread Chrisfanity and the 
preaching of these missionary brethren and because of a 
great lack of preaching by their own denominational pastors 
of these German Lutherans and Reformed caused many of 
the most pious and earnest of them to fall in with this heroic 
movement for the dissemination of the Gospel. Hence it 
came to pass that such leading Lutherans as Conrad Weiser 
and Peter Kucher, and such Reformed as Heinrich Xanders 
and others, became early identified with this Moravian 
movement, many of whom remained loyal to the church 
of their adoption unto death, while some, as Conrad Weiser, 
returned to their first love. their Mother Church. 


Near Fifth Avenue, on the panks of the Quittapahilla, 
stood one of these log churches, erected in 1742. It was 
known as the ‘Free Church of Gad in the Spirit.” The con- 
gregation was organized by Count Zinzendorf, George 
Loesch, near Womelsdorf, had become Moravian in 1747. 
Conrad Weiser had been leaning that way, although on 
April 22, 1745, Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg, the patriarch 
of the Lutheran Church, was married to Weiser’s daughter 
at Culpehocken, and now Peter Kucher, the Lutheran black- 
smith, whose house at Hebron was a stopping place for the 
itinerant Moravian missionaries cast in his lot with the fol- 
lowers of Zinzendorf and became a pillar unto them at 
Hebron. With the gift of a new site consisting of 12 acres 
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of land, by John Peter Kucher, who opened up a quarry, the 
congregation at once planned to erect a new house of prayer. 
which was located on what's now known as Moravian Street, 
about 500 yards west of the cemetery recently restored 
through the efforts of the Lebanon County Historical So- 
ciety, under the inspiration of Charles R. Wolfe, Vice Presi- 
dent of the Society. Kucher, however, who was a Lutheran, 
did not become a member of the church until one year after 
the death of his son. He not only donated the site but also 
furnished all the stone and building material for the erection 
of the building. The corner stone was laid in the year 1749, 
and the edifice dedicated January 1, 1750. The building was 
52 x 48 feet, 2 % stories high, with a high pitched roof. Im- 
bedded in the wall directly above, and.on each side of the 
door, were two sand stones with the following inscription: 
“Unitas Fratrum, 1749." It contained a basement, or dugout, 
used as a protection from the hostile Indians. Directly above 
the basement were the pastor’s living apartments. On the 
east and west sides were Stairways leading to the second 
floor, which was the “Beth Saal.” or church room. It con- 
tained two kitchens, one for the use of the pastor, the other 
for the use of the congregation in the preparation of Love 
Feasts, etcina, . 


The happy custom of the Moravian Church of request- 
ing its resident pastors to keep faithfully a full diary of 
events transpiring within the congregation, or occuring with- 
in the community or country at large, has here preserved a 
record of local and national events that is one of the richest 
treasures to be found in this valley. 12 volumes of these 
records are held by the church and among its daily record 

of the pastor is the account of the doings of the Hessjan 
prisoners incarcerated in this church . after the battle of 
Trenton, brought there by Col. Curtiss Grubb and whose 
dy was recently removed from Tabor Reformed Cemetery 
and interred in the Moravian “Gottes Acker.” The first 


‘volume of these Hebron Diaries contains the- Communion 
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Record for the first 26 years of the congregation's independ- 
ent life. The Communicants nunibered 23 at their first cele- 
bration in their new place January Ist, 1750, and it was 
administered by Rev. Christian Rauch; the second was held 
March Ist. 1750, and was administered by Bishop Frederick 
Cammerhoff: the 9th Communion was celebrated September 
AS); 


‘The first pastors beginning with 1750, were Christian 
Rauch, Christ Herr, George Neitzer, Philip Mener, Richard 
Utley, Frederick Boehler and “Brother Bader,” who lived 
there while the Hessian prisoners occupied the church. In 
these Diaries are the complete records of the gSutstanding 
persons as the pillars of the Moravian Church at Hebron and 


mentions those of John Peter Kucher; Heinrich Xander and 


others whose graves are now well preserved and marked by 
individual markers with numbers thereon conforming to a 
Directory to the plot and permanently placed on bronze tab- 
lets on a Rostrum, so that any one can see and learn who 
they are and where they are buried on this restored, beauti- 
ful “Gotts Acker,’ or God’s Acre; in passing among these 
graves we discern the names of Johann Adam Kettering, 
George Hedrick, Catharine Orth, daughter of Peter Kuch- 
er: the Buehlers, Hains, Bombegers, Koehlers, Graefts, 
Imhoffs, Scotts, Uhlers, and others. 


At the Unveiling Exercises after the Restoration of the 
Walls, the placing of a Boulder with Bronze Tablet thereon, 
held Sunday, October 6th, 1929, under the Auspices of the 
Lebanon County Historical Society, Captain H. M. M. 
Richards, a direct descendent of Muhlenberg and Weiser, 
as President of the Historical Society, gave an Historical Ad- 
dress covering the full History of the Hebron Settlement and 
Moravian Church and Graveyard and this paper was printed 
and distributed by the Society to its members; a year later 
the Rostrum containing the Register of all those buried there 
as well as exercises incident to the reinterment of the remains 
of Col. Curtiss Grubb, mentioned above, was publically ob- 
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served and in June, 1931. a Civil War cannon was unveiled 


and steps are now under way to have a proper marker erec- : 
ted at the junction of the Benjamin Franklin Highway and 
Water Street. Hebron. calling the attention of the motor- 
ing public to the spot. where stood the Hebron Moravian 
Church. A 
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“Berg” or Hill Church 


In 1731, the first Lutheran minister that ever set his foot 
in the wilds of the Quitopahila, namely, Rev. John Casper 
Stoever. Lhe first ceremony at which he officiated was a 
marriage in the wilderness. The contracting parties were 
Francis Reynolds and Catharine Steitz in 1731; In 1733, 
there was a second marriage. The Rev. John Casper Stoever 
himself found it wise to take unto himself a wife. Having 
married, he was stimulated, as we know from other sources, 
into great pastoral activity. and he organized on the hills 
north of the place which he subsequently made his home, 
the Hill Church (1733); the earliest ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion in our own immediate vicinity that has endured to the 
present time. The old Church Record in Stoever’s hand- 
writing in which he in 1743 recorded his ministerial .acts 
among the Hill Church people, beginning with 1733, is 
still in existence. At first only a tude log cabin transformed 
in a few years into a more substantial structure. As settlers 
came on Sunday morning to service, they built a huge log 
fire on the outside of the church and in order to warm-them- 
selves sat on the bare ground on logs laid on leaves. They 
then entered the building. The Minister opened the services. 
By the sides of the officers. there were hanging up on the 
window posts two or three cowhides, so that if any dog 
should presume to enter the sacred precincts, it might be 
quickly expelled unceremoniously from the premises. When 
the minister went into the pulpit he had a gun by his side. 
All the people arriving at church, carried their muskets. One 
man who had his child baptized came up to the altar with a 
powder horn hanging to his belt as he stood to be sponsor 


tor his little one. 


In 1743 things moved rapidly at the Hill Church, Rev. 


Stoever, residing at the Mill near Sunny Side since 1740, 
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ned 


concentrated his energy on his Hill Church Lutheggn flock 
and with Rev. Conrad Tempelman, the pastor of the Re- 
formed congregation, near at hand. the two congregations 
united to erect a Union Church, to be known as the Berg 
Kirche, or Hill Church: This Church, a log building, was 
dedicated Sunday, August 12, 1744, the 12th Sunday after 
Trinity. But before dedicating their long-hoped for, and 
now realized church, the two congregations held a joint 
meeting on Saturday the day before. and there and then drew 
up an agreement, consisting of 12 articles, afterwards called 
the “Rules of 1744,"" wherein and whereby was declared by 
whom, and in what manner the house of worship, and the 
burial ground the church, shall be used. This agreement was 
made in duplicate, one copy signed by the Reformed min- 


ister, John Conrad Tempelman. and 24 of the Reformed 


members, together with nine witnesses, and the other copy 
signed by the Lutherang minister, John Caspar Stoever and 
26 of the Lutheran members, together with 12 witnesses. 


Exchange was then made of the two copies. This agree- 
ment between the two congregations stands undisturbed to 
this day. 187 years after it was made. This church is the 
mother of all Lutheran and Reformed congregations in this 
vicinity. Whether it was Reformed from the very beginning, 
cannot positively. be said, but we find both branches of 
these oft-united portions of the German Protestant Church 
worshiping here as early as 1744. In the coldest wintry 
months a wood-fire was built on the outside of the church, 
around which assémbled congregation would sit awaiting 
the arrival of the minister. Even when the congregation could 
well afford such a luxury as a woodstove its introduction is 
said to have met with considerable opposition. There was 
a rack provided for storing away their gunS“during worship, 
though frequently a few of the members stood as weaponed 
sentinels at the church doors while worship was being con- 
ducted. The present brick building was erected in 1837, it 
being the third edifice. In the graveyard around the church 
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are noted the tombstones of many sturdy citizeas whose 
progeny are yet members of the Hill Church; the grave of 
John Caspar Stoever shows by its tombstone that he was born 
December 21, 1707, died May 13, 1779; here also sleep the 
American ancestors of the Kelkers and Heilmans; both 
prominent and rather numerous families of the Lebanon 
Valley. During the pastorage of Rev. William H. Lewars a 
fitting monument was erected over the sacred dust of the 
pioneer pastor and on Ascension Day, 1895, the anniversary 
of Rev. Stoever’s death was unveiled this beautiful shaft at 
which time Dr. P. C. Croll read a poem and that was ap- 
pended in his Ancient and Historic Landmarks in the Leb- 


anon Valley. re 
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Tabor Reformed Church 


Lebanon, Pa. 


The Tabor or First Reformed Ghurch of Lebanon. Penn- 
Sylvania, traces its beginning back to 1747. It is the child of 
the Grubben Church. mentioned in a preceeding article, and 
iS situate at the corner of Walnut and South Tenth Streets. 
City of Lebanon -- a stone in its wall would indicate, the 
“Hoch deutsche Reformite Kirche.” It was Union Church. 
What is now Salem Lutheran Church of Lebanon was a 
joint owner of the property. It came into existence seven 
years before the French and Indian War, in which one of. 
iis future pastors, the Rev. John Conrad Bucher, played an 
important part as a Chaplain. The present stone building 
was erected in 1792 and the school house, 36 years previous 
to that date. Dr. Klopp, the then p&stor in 1893 published a 
history of the church and from this is culled the following 
information: In 1760 George Steitz, the founder of Leb- 
anon, deeded about two-thirds of the plot of ground now 
in possession of the church, on June 10, 1760, whereby he 
conveyed to Frederick Steindorf, Felix Miller and Jacob 
Sollinger “Deacons of the Dutch Presbyterian Church,” and 
in trust for said Church, the greater portion of the ground 
lying east of the present church and constituting the old burial 
ground and it cost originally the sum of five shillings and 
the yearly rent of “One Red Rose” in the Month of June 
forever, if lawfully demanded. The congregation should 
always be called Tabor. The Grubben Church was absorbed 
by the Tabor or First Reformed Church. According to the 
Hebron Diary, the first Reformed Church was dedicated on 
the 18th of July, 1762. In 1765 this land was bought outright 
by the church for five pounds and a full title was secured. 
In 1780, about one-third of the plot now owned by the 
church was bought for $150.00. It is the portion along Tenth 
Street on which the main building now stands. There stand- 
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ing on it at the time a stone school building which had been 
erected prior to. 1773. During the Revolutionary War two 
hundred Hessian soldiers were quartered in this church as 
prisoners of war. In 1792 the church building was damaged 
by lightning to such an extent as to make necessary the 
erection of a new stone building and the corner stone was 


laid June 26, 1792. 


The observance of the presentation of One Red Rose in 
June has been an annual affair for many years and at that 
time it is presented to a lineal descendant of George Steitz 
with a program of addresses and music that is very interest- 
ing and thousands of people from far and wige attend this 
“Beast of Roses.” held in Tabor Reformed Church at Leb- 


anon. 


In 1809 a pipe organ was purchased at a cost of $1,500. 
The present wall around the graveyard was built (1816; 
In 1827 the steeple was erected; entirely remodeled in 1844 
and incorporated in 1845 and in 1914 the entire structure 
was rebuilt. Like all congregations this had a small begin- 
ning. With the growth of the town it also grew. In 1818 
the charge consisted of six congregations and 384 members; 
In 1860, sixty-eight members were dismissed to found St. 
john’s Reformed Church of this city, of which the Rev. 
Dr. Henry Harbaugh, the celebrated author and Pennsyl- 
vania German poet, was first pastor; in 1864 the congrega- 
tion became a charge by itself and the membership was 800; 
in 1877 St. Paul's Church at Bismarck was organized with 
86 members from the First Church: In 1885 St. Mark's of 
Lebanon took 166, and just before that took place, Tabor had 
950 members; Tempelman’s Chapel at Rexmont was organ- 
ized in 1888 with 30 taken from First Church; Grace 
Church- at Avon was organized in 1895 and 40 more mem- 
bers taken from Tabor and St. Stephen's this City in 1907 
with 70 persons were taken from this Mother Church. Gen- 
eral Synod of the U. S. met in this Tabor Church in 1890. 
From the beginning of its history a parish school was con- 
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nected with the church, in which religious instruction was 
imparted in addition to the branches then usually taught; 
it was discontinued about 1835: a Sunday School was or- 
ganized in August, 1828, and one of its Superintendents 
was Dr. Joseph L. Lembergeriwho died a few years ago 
aged 92, who served from 1860 to 1910. The following have 
been the pastors: Revs. John Conrad Tempelman, 1747-59: 
John Waldschmidt. 1759; Frederick Casimir Mueller, 1762- 
66; John Conrad Bucher, 1768-80: John William Runckel, 
1780-84; Andrew Loretz, 1785-86: Ludwig Lupp, 1786-98: 
William Hiester. 1800-28: Henry Kroh, 1828-35: Henry 
Wagner, 1835-512 E.s WosKremer, 1851-89; D. E. Klopp, 
1889-98; Edward S. Bromer, 1898-1905: H. E. Bodder, 
1906-09; William D. Bappel pom en Sinan d serving at 


the present time. 


In the ancient burial ground to the east of the church 
are buried many of the noted people of Lebanon: among 
those noted are the graves of Pastor Lupp and wife and on 
his tombstone in German it tells that he was the preacher 
in Tabor for 12°vears*that he was born January 7, 1733, 
died June 28, 1798. aged 65 years, 5 months and 21 days; 
also the grave of Rev. John Conrad Bucher, the pastor from 
P76810r 12) years aie participated in Boquet’s expedition 
1763 for relief of Fort Pitt and was gradually promoted for 
his brave services. until he rose to a Captaincy in Col. 
John Penn's Regiment. he died while officiating at a 
wedding on August 15, 1780 in the family of one Killinger, 
on the Quittapahilla, near Millerstown (now Annville). 
So esteemed was he that, though a hearse was waiting to 
carry his body back to Lebanon, his friends would not con- 
sent to it, but carried the dead pastor on their shoulders to 
his home -- a distance of 5 miles and his tombstone says 
he was aged 50 years, 2 months and 5 days; Two other 
pastors of this flock lie buried on these Reformed grave- 
yards, old and new; in the old, near the church, the tomb 
of Rev. William Hiester for 28 years the pastor, who died 
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February 1828, aged 57 years, 2 months and 28 days. In the 
new cemetery, opposite the church, a beautiful monument 
marks the resting place of the congregation's pastor who gave 
it the longest uninterrupted term of service, a little over 


38 years, the Rev. F. W. Kremer. 


“While conducting the funeral cortage of Mrs. Samuel 
Heilman to the Hill Church, he was suddenly translated to 
his reward in heaven, on the morning of June 14, 1889, his 
horse and carriage being struck by a fast express on the 
Lebanon Valley Railroad at a crossing near the Hill Church; 
the following epitaph tells the brief story of his services and 
death: “Rev. F. W. Kremer, D. D. Pastor of First Re- 
formed Church from April 1, 1851, to the day of his death, © 
June 14, 1889. Killed by a railroad train while on his way 
to the burial of one of his members. Aged 72 years, 6 
months, 28 days. And he was not, for God took him.” Be- 
sides these pastors, these ancient graveyards contain the 
Sacred ashes also of Rev. Philip Gloninger and other notable 
graves of Eckerts, Marks, Heisters, Hubers, Peiffers, Dr. 
John B. Mish's, Karchs, Moores, Elliots, Greenwalts, 
Kelkers, Lineaweavers: Dr. Croll in his account claims that 
he had found the Grave of George Steitz, the founder of 
this City and donor of the church lot on a very much faded 
tombstone and bearing date 1717 and 1787; the grave of Col. 
Curtiss Grubb, who had charge of the Hessian prisoners, 370 
in number divided between the Hebron and Tabor Churches 
had been buried on this cemetery, but about a year ago was 
taken up and reinterred on Hebron Cemetery with full mili- 
tary honors and on his tombstone was inscribed that he died 
January 22, 1789, aged 58 years. i 
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Salem lanier Church 


Lebanon, Pa. 


The first documentary evidence of'a separate Lutheran 
organization in Steitztown or Lebanon, is the deed conveying 
the present corner lot on Eighth and Willow Streets by 
Rev. John Caspar Stoever and others (who succeeded to 
the titles of lots and lands after the legal troubles of George 
Steitz) to Jacob Bickel, Daniel Stroh, Philip Fernsler and 
Michael Rieter, trustees, for the use of the Lutheran con- 
gregation, and this was dated March 13, 1765: the same 
year a school house was erected on this lot, which was used 
for worship until the First Church was built, three years 
later; Pastor Stoever sent out an appeal, empowering the 
Brethren Frederick Yensel and Christian Fremdling to re- 
ceive such contributions and the Pra} help thus obtained, 
the next year 1769, they began the erection of the First 
Church; it stood on the southwest corner of the present grave- 
yard, facing Willow street: it was a log structure which served 
well its purpose for thirty years, until the present massive 
church edifice displaced its use in 1798; Dr. Theodore E. 
Schmauck in his History of Old Salem Church, says that 
probably the First Church was erected as early as 1766, as 
in 1796 the congregation received the beautiful new Com- 
munion Service from Andreas Doewler and it is more likely 
that the gift was bestowed because it was needed in the new 
church, than because it would be‘heeded in a year or‘two to 
come; this Communion set comprises two flagons, two plates 
and a chalice, and is kept with the other church vessels; 
it bears this inscription in a heart shaped scroll “Henrich An- 
donius Doewler, 1769” and also that the small bell still in ugé 
in the steeple was cast in London in 1770, for the “Lutheran 
Ceggregation in Lebanon Town.” . 


In 1767 came the death of George Steitz; a dispute 
arose between Pastor Stoever and certain: elements of the 
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church and the church was closed for a few years against a 
taction of the church -- the dispute was referred to Synod 
and their recommendation was that Pastor Stoever open the 
ae but by May Ist, 1773, young Frederick Augustus 

onrad Muhlenberg became the pastor and from then com- 
plete records were preserved. According to it, the corner- 
stone was laid June 8th, 1796, but from the oldest record a 
communion was held on the Sunday Exaudi, 1771 and 89 
took communion that day and all the names are listed; at the 
corner stone laying the names of the church officers were 
also announced and recorded: Pastor -- Rev. George 
Lochman, A. M.: Trustees -- Michael Rieder, Philip Ferns- 
ler, Jacob B. Stieb, and Samuel Meily; Elders -g/ Conrad 
Reinoehl and John Schnee; Deacons -- Peter Shindel, Fred- 
erick Embich, and George Schott; After Muhlenberg left 
Lebanon, he became one of the most famous men that Penn- 
sylvania ever has had, in both state and national affairs and 


to perpetuate the same, a bronze tablet has been placed on the" 


church which will be made part of this paper. Many of the 
members of Salem served in the Revolution and the two 
churches in Lebanon contributed liberally with food and 
clothing to Washington’s Army at Valley Forge; after the 
Battle of Trenton 340 Hessian prisoners were brought to 
Lebanon and Salem Church protested to having any of them 
placed in her church building owing to that being desig- 
nated as a Powder Storage place; in 1848, two vestibule 
corners were added’to the massive stone steeple and another 
general renovation was had 1866 and also another larger 
bell was added to the double steeple which was cast by Jones 
& Hitchcock, Troy, New York, 1854 and weighs over a 
ton; on the 12th of June, 1808, a new organ was dedicated 
in the church: in 1794, the church had 47 communicants in 
1811, it had 247: of the many members of this Salem Church 
a number were highly honored -- in 1814 Peter Shindel went 


to the House of Representatives twice, in 1817 John Uhler’ 


went to the House of Representatives and again 1819 and 


i820: in 1819, Adam Ritscher was sent to the House of - 
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Representatives and again 1822: in the thirties John Krause 
and George Weidman was sent there: but of all the promi- 
nent Lutherans in Lebanon there was none who attained the 
distinction which was enjoyed by Johann Andreas Melchair 
Shulze; in 1806 a member of the Legislature; in 1813 Got. 
ernor Snyder appointed him Surveyor General of the State, 
and then gave him the positions of Register, Recorder, 
Prothonotary. Clerk of the Orphans’ Court and Clerk of 
Quarter Sessions of Lebanon County when it was formed 
out of Dauphin County that year; in October, 1821, he went 
to House of Representatives from the New County of Leb- 
anon; in 1822 as a Senator and 1823 was elected Governor 
and reelected in 1826 by the largest majority ever given for 
« Governor of Pennsylvania -- he had 72,000 while his op- 


ponent had about 1,000; he resided in the building in Market 


Square long known as the Lemberger Residence and Drug 
Store. ; 

The pastors of Salem Church were Revs. John Caspar 
Stoever, 1735-73; Fred. Aug. Con. Muhlenberg, 1773-75; 
John William Kurtz, 1775-94; George Lochman, 1794-1815: 
William G. Ernst, 1815-36; Jonathan Ruthrauff, 1836-44: 
William G. Ernst, 1844-49; G. F. Krotel, 1849-53: John H. 
Hoffman, 1853-54: Henry S. Miller, 1854-64: B. W. 
Schmauk, 1864-76; George H. Trabert, 1877-83: B. W. 
Schmauk and Theodore E. Schmauk, 1883-95: Rev. 
Phatteigermel:895-1 9007 enh Ama@harlesibRauNeiermtoethe 
present time. Only one of the pastors of . Salem 
is buried on the geaveyard connected: with the church and 
that is Dr. W. G. Ernst, twice pastor of the church, who 
died in 1849 and on his tombstone on September 1, aged 
62 years and 10 months; here also rest the wife and some 
of the children of Rev. Dr. Lochman: likewise the elder 
Shindels, Embichs, Weidmans, Bickers, Reinoehls, George 
and Eleanor Reynolds (he a Captain in the Revolution ) 


she the only daughter of George Steitz, Schantzes, Uhlers, 
Stoevers and Yensels, besides many others. From. this 
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Mother Church have gone out Zion's in 1844 (from which 
branched Seventh Street Lutheran) and Trinity in 1885. A 
few years ago a beautiful Memorial Chapel was built in 
the rear of the Church to the memory of B. W. Schmauck 
and the services are now being held in this Memorial Church 
and the old church used for Parochial School and Social 
purposes entirely. Just this last week for a period of three 
days the “World in Lebanon,” a Mammoth Missionary Con- 
ference was held, displaying products from all parts of the 
world and representatives of all nations of the globe were 
here participating in the exercises incident thereto. 


Your writer attended these public addresses and before 
entering Salem Church took occasion’ to make a record of the 
Bronze Tablet fastened to the wall of the church to the left 


of the main entrance on the 8th Street side of the church, 


which is as follows: 11-14-1931 


Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 


On this site in 1766 was erected the first church and 
school house in the City of Lebanon. 


On the tower of this building hangs a bell cast in 1770 
which proclaimed in Lebanon County the signing of the 


Declaration of Independence. 


The first regular Pastor of the Church Frederick Augus- 
tus Conrad Muhlenberg was President of the Convention 
that adopted the Constitution of the United States and 
Speaker of the first House of Representatives. 


The corner Stone of this building was laid 1796 and the 
building was consecrated two years later. 
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The Interdenominational Missionary Union of Lebangn 
City and County held a Missionary Conference November 
12th, 13th, and 14th, 1931, in the Salem Lutheran Church 
and the Centenary Methodist Churches. 

Denominations represented were: Episcopalian, Re- 
formed, U. B., Methodist, Luthern, Brethren, Baptist, Mor- 
avian, Presbyterian. Evangelical, Evangelical Congrega- 
tional. 


There were meetings with outstanding Missionary 
speakers for both the afternoon and evening sessions of the 
Three Day Conference. These meetings were held in the 
Main Church of the foregoing Churches. 


In connection with the meetings exhibits were placed in 
the Old Salem Church and the Sunday School room of the 
Centenary Methodist Church from India, Africa. China, 
Burma, Siam, American Society, Phillipines, Nicarauga, and 
2. MgC Ae 6 Cale Cee cones iiesonssand a@hi en 
Periodicals. These exhibits not only represented the religious 
but the mode of living and the commercial life of the respec- 
tive Countries. 


At high noon with the ringing of the Angelus of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Miss Frances Elizabeth Smith, 
General Chairman of the World in Lebanon opened the 
World in Lebanon by opening the large Bible (of the Meth- 


odist Denomination) with the following words: 


“The Bible is the wpen door in which:man is endowed 
with Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness, and is 
Bidden to go forth into all the World and Preach the Word 
of Him who sent us the Gift Supreme”. s@nurallor dik 


After which The Rev. E. H. Christianson President of 
the Minsterium Association (Moravian Minister) gave the 
Invocation followed by the Gloria (Mozarts) sung by the 
Reformed and U, B. Choirs of the City. Mayor William L. 


Brunner gave the opening address of welcome, after which 
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the White Ribbon which was tied to the doors of the Salem i 
Luthern Church and the Centenary Methodist Churches was ! 
cut by three-year-old Barbara Christianson (Moravian) with 
the words: ‘The Bible Is The Open Door,’ when she cut the i 
tibbon she opened Her Bible and passed one end of the rib- © : 
bon to Richard Goudie (Methodist) and the other ribbon to ; 
Kenneth Keiter with Bibles these two little boys rolled the ' 
ribbon up and met their Fathers at the doors of the respec- 
tive Churches with the words: “The Bible Is The 
Open Door.’ Rev. A. C. R. Keiter gave a history of the place 
where the Conference was to be held and Rev. A. B. Goudie 
blessed the exhibit and the Conference. The Reformed and 
U. B. Choirs then sung a Hymn, all the ‘people joined with 
them. Rev. E. E. Stauffer Presiding Elder of the Evangelical 


Church pronounced the Benediction. i 
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The exercises were held in the middle of Eighth Street 
at Willow, traffic was stopped for one half hour by the 
Courtesy of the Mayor and Chief Sealer of the Police. A 
tibbon was stretched across Eighth Street from Salem Luth- 
ern Church to Centenary Methodist Church a table from the 
Presbyterian Church was placed in the middle of-the car 
tracks upon which the large Methodist Bible was placed, with 
the Euchristic Candles from the Salem Luthern Church, at 
the right the American Flag of the Episcopalians was 
placed, the candles were lighted by Ted Gallegher Acolite 
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. The General Chairman Miss 
Frances Elizabeth Smith presided (Episcopal). 


It was estimated that sixty thousand people saw the 
exhibit and seven thousand people attended the Conference 
meetings. Prof. R. R. Abernethy, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction sent five thousand school children through the 
exhibit and had the Fifth, Sixth and High School pupils 


make posters for the Missionary Conference. ; 
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The theme of the three days was the devotions of the’ af 
Open Door and the Pageant which was given was the Gift # 
Supreme. 
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